“

“Your support has
given me a profound
confidence and allowed
me to excel in more ways
than I ever imagined.”
COMFORT NYESUAH ’19

College of Science and Technology

Impact Report
2019-20

When you support BU, you are making a
difference in the education of deserving
Huskies. Like Comfort, who was able to take
the next step toward achieving her dreams
of becoming a nurse practitioner thanks to
the scholarship she received. See inside to
learn more about how your support impacts
the BU community.

Bloomsburg University Foundation

“

“I found a new home
and a new career path,
all because Bloomsburg
and my donors
believed in me.”
SAM SAXTON ’19, ’20M

College of Science and Technology
Your support creates opportunities
for students to succeed. Like Sam,
a graduate student who was able
to finish his last year of athletic
eligibility at BU when he transferred
from his previous school after being
sidelined by a medical condition.
Thanks to donor support, he
now has an MBA along with an
undergraduate degree in digital
forensics.

By the Numbers
THE YEAR IN IMPACT

Each gift you give helps keep every onward moving upward at Bloomsburg.

58%

INCREASE IN GIVING
FROM 2018-19
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32
NEW SCHOLARSHIPS
CREATED IN FY 19-20

36%

OF OUR STUDENTS ARE
FIRST-GENERATION

2019-20 ANNUAL IMPACT REPORT

2019-2020 FISCAL YEAR GIVING RESULTS:

3,599
$15.8MM

Alumni, parents, faculty, staff,
students, and friends made gifts
to help create opportunities at
Bloomsburg University.

In total gifts and
pledges to support
BU students.

$3.2MM
In scholarships and grants
provided to Bloomsburg
University students.

$2.2MM
In total gifts contributed to
provide flexibility to create
new opportunities, respond
to unexpected student
needs, and support student
recruitment at Bloomsburg
University.


$6.2MM
IN TOTAL
ESTATE GIFTS
RECEIVED FROM
DONORS WHO CARED
ENOUGH TO PROVIDE
SUPPORT FOR
FUTURE STUDENTS
BY CREATING A LEGACY
OF OPPORTUNITY AT
BLOOMSBURG.
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Bloomsburg University Foundation

“

“It’s incredible to see
there are people out
there who are thinking
of students and helping
make sure we’re able to
finish this semester.”
HEATHER MALDONADO ’20
College of Liberal Arts

Donors stepped up to help our
Huskies during these extraordinary
times. Like Heather, an art major
who was having trouble after
switching to online classes due
to the COVID-19 pandemic when
she realized her computer couldn’t
handle the software she needed
for her courses. Thanks to donor
support, she received a laptop and
successfully completed her BU
journey.

TIMELY DONOR SUPPORT

Strengthens the Pack
With a global pandemic and a switch
to online courses disrupting the spring
semester, 2020 was a challenging year
for our students.
But Huskies don’t back down from
a challenge. And thanks to you—our
donors—they had some help.
From March through early June of 2020,
147 BU students requested help through
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the Strengthen the Pack Student
Emergency Aid Fund.
Alumni and friends came together to
help BU students get through these
extraordinary times resulting in 241
donors raising more than $138,000.
The support helped students who were
facing challenges from technology needs
to food insecurities. Some students faced

the dilemma of not having a place to live.
With your generosity, you showed our
students that Huskies have each others’
backs by supporting them when they
needed it most.
Thank you!
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Your support makes a difference when it makes all the difference.

241

$138,000

INDIVIDUAL
DONORS

RAISED TO SUPPORT
EMERGENCY STUDENT NEED

147

STUDENTS IMPACTED
THROUGH DONOR SUPPORT

FRANK DOONE ’23
Frank Doone ’23 left home in Shamokin, Pa. when he was 17 and
enlisted in the Pennsylvania Army National Guard to put himself in
a more positive situation.
“The check I receive from the Army, the refunds I get at the end
of each semester, along with my job at a restaurant, are usually
enough to carry me through to the next semester and cover rent,
food, and utilities in my apartment,” says Doone. “But with the
pandemic, I was laid off from my job and some of the drills that I
would have been paid for by the National Guard weren’t available.
Plus, with all courses switching to online, I had to upgrade my
internet subscription. The support I was granted through the
Strengthen the Pack fund saved me, and I just hope I can pay it back
through good grades, graduating on time, and community service.”

CASSANDRA THOMAS ’23
HEATHER MALDONADO ’20

“After spring break, when everything was shifting to online courses
and we had to leave campus, I didn’t know where I was going to
College
Liberal Arts
go. I couldn’t really go home because I was having
a lot of
of medical
issues and all my doctors were here in Bloomsburg,” says Cassandra
Thomas ’23, of Pittston, Pa.
“I reached out to Amy Cunningham in the Office of Residence Life
who told me about the Strengthen the Pack fund. I was so relieved
when I was granted the award. Thanks to these generous donors, I
had a place to stay for the summer and they also helped me with the
money I needed for food.”

GUILLERMO MARTIN
DE OLIVA CARRANZA ’21
Guillermo Martin de Oliva Carranza ’21 is one of 26 students who
remained on Bloomsburg’s campus during the initial COVID-19
quarantine period. For him, and his brother, Chema, that was more
than 3,000 miles from his home in Sevilla, Spain.
“I was supposed to come back here the Saturday before classes
started again,” Guillermo says. “But then we learned spring break was
extended because of the pandemic, so I was going to stay with my
brother in Chicago a little longer and then come back.”
Within a few days, Chicago became a focal point for the outbreak of
the virus in America, so Guillermo and Chema thought it would be
best to come back to Bloomsburg before things got worse.

Pictured above is Guillermo (left) with his brother Chema.

The brothers made the best of it at Guillermo’s off-campus
apartment in Bloomsburg and received support from BU donors and
the campus community who made sure they had all they needed.
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Bloomsburg University Foundation

“

“My goal is to help elevate
BU’s athletic program by
giving our coaches the
resources they need. I am
honored to be able to make
this gift and support their
efforts to recruit studentathletes and compete on
a national level.”
STEPH PETTIT ’89
College of Liberal Arts

TRANSFORMATIONAL GIFT

Elevates BU Athletics
In November 2019, Steph Pettit ‘89
made a transformational gift to bolster
BU athletics for today’s student-athletes
and generations of Huskies to follow.
Steph’s latest gift, which totals $10
million in direct support for Husky
Athletics and brings his overall
contributions to more than $12.5
million, makes him the largest donor
in Bloomsburg University’s history. But
for Pettit, his commitment is about so
5

much more than the amount of his gift.
It’s about supporting his passion and
also channeling that support in a way
that will best align with BU and Husky
athletics’ strategic goals.
In recognition of the impact of his gift
on Husky Athletics and the entire BU
community, the University will rename
and brand it’s upper-campus athletic
complex to the Bloomsburg University
Pettit Athletic Complex.

“Steph’s passion for BU is unmistakable,”
said BU Director of Athletics Michael
McFarland. “He is truly an ambassador
for all our teams with a desire to see
each of them be successful. This gift,
we hope, will also inspire others to
contribute and help BU become the
premier athletic program we all know it
can be.”
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Big Impact
SMALL GIFTS...

RHONDA ANDERSON

77%

Rhonda Anderson is a Philadelphia
native and the mother of Justin
Anderson ’23, a sophomore at BU and
member of the men’s basketball team.

OF GIFTS TO ANNUAL
FUNDS WERE LESS
THAN $250

When Rhonda learned about the
Strengthen The Pack Fund to support
students facing financial hardships due
to COVID-19 through the 2023 Parents
Facebook page, she quickly made her
gift to support BU students when they
needed it most.

You embody the spirit of resiliency
and togetherness that makes us all
Huskies with every gift — no matter
the size — by showing our students
they have a network of alumni and
friends who have their backs.
Each year, the largest donor to BU
student scholarships is the Bloom
On Fund (formerly the Henry Carver
Fund), which provides an average of
$2 million per year to deserving BU
students.
When you make your gift to support
this fund, every dollar helps a Husky
get the education they set out for.
This is the support that provides
us with the flexibility to make a
Bloomsburg education accessible
to students who are the first in their
families to go to college, which
is more than 36% of BU’s student
population.
Your annual gifts help us respond
to student needs and alleviate some
of the financial burden on the 48%
of our students who come from
households classified as low or verylow-income.
Transformational gifts like Steph
Pettit’s are vital to the advancement
of Bloomsburg University. But the
true key to creating opportunities for
our students is the consistent annual
support of all our alumni and friends
who give what they can to make a
difference.
It is your support that creates
opportunities for our students, and
we can’t stress how important you
are to their continued success.

KENNETH LASTOWKA ’05
For Kenneth Lastowka, who has been a
consistent supporter since 2009, giving back
is just another way to stay connected to BU.
“I try to stay engaged with the university and
with my fellow alumni and current students
however I can,” says Kenneth, who joined
the BU Alumni Board of Directors in 2015.
“For me, I can’t afford to give much, but
volunteering and mentoring students is so
rewarding. Being able to give, at least a little,
really helps me feel like I’m doing everything
I can to help them succeed.”

ANITA WASILESKI ’76
“I just had such a great experience
there, and I guess I wanted to provide
that same experience for others,” says
Anita, who hasn’t missed a year of
supporting students since 1990.
“As an adjunct professor and member
of the staff in the speech pathology
and audiology department for many
years, I know that donor support helps
students every day, and while I’m not in
a position to give a large amount, every
bit makes the difference for a student in
need, so I’m happy to do my part.”

Start making a difference for Huskies today at:
giving.bloomu.edu/BloomOn
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Bloomsburg University Foundation

Opportunities
CREATING

A PATH TO SUCCESS
When Craig A. Diehl, Esq. ’82, recognized BU students
interested in pursuing a law degree needed some help to get
started, he saw his chance to create opportunities.
Craig, a loyal donor since he graduated, took his commitment
a step further in 2013 when he joined the BU Foundation
Board of Directors and decided to direct his support to areas
about which he was passionate, and would also align with
strategic needs at BU.
That decision led to his most recent gift of $1.5 million to
create the Craig A. Diehl Center for Law School Preparation.
The gift fulfilled a need he recognized for a single repository
of information about the law school application process.

Pictured above is Kyle Cosoleto-Miller, a 2017 BU graduate
and current Juris Doctorate candidate at University of
Pittsburgh Law, which recently entered into an Accelerated
Law Admissions Program with BU as a direct result of Craig’s
generous gift.

“I am honored to be able to establish this center where BU
students can go for assistance in pursuing their law degree,”
Craig says. “My goal was to give back to Bloomsburg in a
manner that provides a legacy gift from my family and also
helps the University, and I’m blessed to have the ability to
make this gift. I’m very proud of it and want to see it develop
and help BU recruit and retain talented students.”

THE GIFT OF EXPERIENCE
For Mike Boguski ’85, creating opportunities for Bloomsburg
students that will lead to success beyond graduation has
become his passion. He is especially dedicated to supporting
experiential learning opportunities for our students.
That dedication became even more clear when Mike and his
wife Beth made their most recent gift last year of $500K to
support students applying for Professional Experience Grants
(PEGs), STEM initiatives, and students competing in the Husky
Dog Pound. The Boguski’s generous gift comes in addition
to a $1MM commitment they made in 2014 to establish the
Boguski Professional U Capstone Experience Scholarship,
which supports internships, travel abroad and student/faculty
research collaborations.
A first-generation college student himself, Mike is a big
believer in the Bloomsburg experience and attributes much
of his success to the education he received here. Mike also
has several family members who have benefited from a BU
education, including his own son, Michael, who graduated
in 2018 from the Zeigler College of Business (ZCOB) with a
degree in Business Management.
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Mike and Beth Boguski are pictured above with BU President
Bashar W. Hanna (middle) and ZCOB Dean Todd Shawver (far
right) outside of the Boguski Dean’s Suite in the ZCOB, which
BU named in their honor to recognize their generosity and
commitment to BU student success.
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A LEGACY OF CARING
In November 2019, the BU Foundation received a very
generous gift from the estate of Albert K. Phillips designated to
provide scholarship support for students seeking a BU Nursing
degree.
The unexpected $414K gift resulted in the creation of
the Virginia B. Yorks and Karen Faith Phillips Memorial
Scholarship for students pursuing a career in nursing.
BU’s nursing program is ranked by College Choice as the most
affordable in the state of Pennsylvania, placing it ahead of six
sibling institutions in Pennsylvania’s State System of Higher
Education.
Recognized as a leading accredited undergraduate and
graduate level nursing program, a BU nursing degree is highly
coveted among students from Pennsylvania and throughout
the tri-state area.
This gift will help us provide more accessibility to those
students and prepare them for a wide range of careers in the
nursing field to strengthen their communities through the care
they provide.

“

“I am forever grateful for
your contribution to my
experience here at BU.”
TYSHAUN POLLARD ’20
College of Liberal Arts

2019-20 recipient of the
Break The Chain Scholarship
for Student-Athletes

The photo above is from the BU nursing program’s 2019 white
coat ceremony where BU sophomores were formally recognized
and welcomed into the nursing major before their families, friends,
and their junior and senior class peers.

STRONGER TOGETHER
Two of the hallmarks of a Husky pack are to work together
as a team and to lift others up. They are also staples of the
philosophy by which Kent Smeltz ‘85 lives his life every day.
That’s one of the main reasons Kent established the Break The
Chain Scholarship for Student-Athletes.
When he originally made the gift in 2015, Kent had only one
requirement for his scholarship — each semester it is to be
awarded to one male student-athlete and one female studentathlete, both of whom are from underrepresented minority
backgrounds.
As the longtime president of a biotechnology manufacturing
company and head football coach for the Upper Dauphin
School District since 2017, Kent understands the importance
of diversity when it comes to team building, both on the field
and in the workplace.
He also knows that many minority student-athletes face
obstacles that can’t always be overcome by hard work alone
on their way to becoming Huskies. That’s why he made a gift
of $200K to renew his scholarship in 2020.
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A Legacy of
Opportunity
BU donors are creating opportunities for
students — and their own legacies — through
planned giving.
Many Bloomsburg donors are making the most of their
impact — and bolstering BU’s future success — by creating
gifts through their estates that name Bloomsburg as a
beneficiary.

The BU Foundation’s planned giving program offers a variety
of giving options that allow donors to support their passions
in ways that best fit their lifestyle and future goals.
With giving options including bequests, gifts of life insurance,
charitable lead trusts, charitable remainder trusts, gifts of real
estate, and Virtual Endowments, donors can make an impact
at BU in a way that best fits their lifestyles and future goals.

Welcome to this year’s new
members of BU’s Golden Dome
Society.
In fiscal year 2019-20, The Golden Dome Society, BUF’s
planned giving society surpassed 200 members who have
included Bloomsburg in their estate plans.
These very special donors have helped us increase the
Foundation’s pledged estate gifts to more than $48 million to
secure a legacy of future support for our Huskies.
Listed below are this year’s newest members of BUF’s planned
giving family:

CHRISTINA D. ANDERSON ’08
APRIL C. EDWARDS ’84
JAMES ’84 AND DEBRA F. FERRARO
JEFFREY B. KING ’93
AUDREY L. KING ’84
BRENDA W. MACK ’69
CHARLES J. MURPHY ’83
SUE A. O’DONNELL
RICHARD ROGERS ’77
JOHN YURCHAK
MICHAEL D. ZIELINSKIE ’14
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RICK ROGERS ’77
Rick is a long-time supporter of Bloomsburg
University. He made his first gift in 1983 as soon
as he had the means to give back. He has since
made countless gifts to support several areas at
BU.
In 2015, Rick created the Richard D. Rogers ‘77
scholarship, an annual scholarship to support
BU Baseball players, because he wanted to
make a greater impact.
This past year, Rick became a member of the
Golden Dome Society when he learned that by
making a bequest in his will to BUF for $25,000
he could endow his scholarship. Now, with a
$1,000 annual gift each year, he can see the
impact of his scholarship today while also
knowing it will support BU student-athletes for
years to come.
“This gift is the best of both worlds,” Rick says.
“It lets me know that I will always be supporting
BU, but I also get to meet the current recipients
and learn about their goals and successes.”

KYLE OFIER ’22
An aspiring high school math teacher, Kyle has
always known that he wants to be a leader and
help guide others to success.
His time as an education major with a focus on
mathematics has only galvanized that passion.
According to Kyle, receiving the Richard D.
Rogers ‘77 Scholarship helped him to achieve
one of his goals at BU, which was to become
captain of the baseball team.
“Receiving this scholarship really inspired me
because it showed me that someone believed
in me and wanted to help me succeed,” Kyle
says. “So I just thought I should do the same
and I tried my best to become a leader on our
team. My coaches and teammates noticed and
they made me team captain.”

Create your own legacy of opportunity today. Visit giving.bloomu.edu/PlannedGiving
or call our director of planned giving, Joe Nemeth, at 570-389-3922.
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A New Name for a Brighter Vision
Henry Carver was one of a kind. He crisscrossed the
country in service of education at a time when most never
strayed beyond their hometown. A hunting accident slowed
him down long enough to establish and serve as the first
president of Bloomsburg University.
We know Carver’s story well. For years his namesake fund
gave a much-needed hand up to students who embody his
spirit.
But as BU recently introduced its new brand, which focuses
on encouraging students to seize the opportunities that
will propel them onward and upward to success, the BU
Foundation did some research of its own. What we learned
was that our alumni and friends want their support to align
with BU’s goals and mission.
As a result of that research, the Henry Carver Fund will now
become the Bloom On Fund. Alumni and friends will notice a
fresh new look that closely mirrors the University’s new brand
and focuses on how donor support creates opportunities
for our Huskies through access to flexible and immediate
funding.

With this new name and renewed focus on how our donors
are impacting the lives of our students, we can better convey
how gifts to the Bloom On Fund help keep every onward
moving upward at BU. This will allow us to share the stories
of our students’ success with our donors and show how
their support can make a difference when it makes all the
difference.
From a scholarship to fit in an extra class, to funds that
cover travel to an internship or study abroad opportunity, or
conference fees so a student can present his or her research
- a gift to the Bloom On Fund addresses the greatest and
most immediate needs of the Husky family, making possible
a fuller and more rewarding BU experience.

In a phrase:
It will help our Huskies Bloom On.
To learn more about the Bloom On Fund or to make a gift
today, please visit: giving.bloomu.edu/BloomOn.

