“

The support I received
gave me the freedom
to focus on my
studies and pursue
an opportunity to
better prepare myself
for my career.”
DYLAN KRAUS ’23
College of Liberal Arts

Your gifts to the BU Foundation
make a difference each year for
Huskies like Dylan. Thanks to the
scholarship he received, Dylan
positioned himself for an internship
with a prominent Pennsylvania
bank, where he gained invaluable
hands-on experience to support
his studies as an economics major.
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Bloomsburg University Foundation

THE YEAR IN IMPACT

By the Numbers
Each gift you give — no matter the size — directly impacts our students and the BU community.
Outlined below is just a quick snapshot of the difference you made this past year.

Total Gifts and Pledges

$4,079,006

$2.9M
In scholarships and grants
provided to Bloomsburg
University students.

College of Science and Technology

AYUSHI UMRIGAR ’20

Zeigler College of Business

ALEX CARIDA ’22

LAMAR OGLESBY ’07

Strengthen the Pack
Scholarship Recipient

Floyd “Shorty” Hitchcock
Scholarship Recipient

BUF Planned Giving Donor and
Golden Dome Society Member

$2.2M

In total gifts contributed to
create new opportunities,
respond to unexpected
student needs, and support
student recruitment.
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Zeigler College of Business

$1.6M

In total estate gifts
received from donors who
cared enough to provide
support for future students
by creating a legacy of
opportunity at Bloomsburg.
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“

It means the world to me
to know that people have
my back here at BU.”
KRISTEN TRUE ’24
College of Education

Scholarships make all the difference
for Huskies like Kristen, who wasn’t
sure about coming to Bloomsburg
from her home in Greencastle, PA.
BU’s teaching program was enticing,
but it wasn’t until learning she would
have some help from donors to
support her education that she knew
Bloomsburg was the right choice.
With the financial support she’s
received through the Strengthen the
Pack Scholarship, Kristen is on her
way to becoming a teacher.

AND WE CAN’T THANK YOU
ENOUGH FOR ALL YOU DO.

Total Donors in FY 20-21

4,151

15%

INCREASE IN GIVING
FROM 2019-20

18%

Though our students faced countless
disruptions throughout the 2020-21
academic year, there was one constant
on which they could continue to rely and that was your support.

25%

INCREASE IN
FIRST-TIME DONORS

INCREASE IN
ALUMNI DONORS

OUR DONORS BY AMOUNT GIVEN
TO SUPPORT STUDENT SUCCESS:
7%

Alumni 58%

19%

Corporations and Foundations 19%

58%

Friends 16%
BU Faculty and Staff 7%

99.6%

Your support is more
than just a gift, it’s a
gesture that shows our
students and the BU
community that Huskies
have each other’s backs.

16%

of every dollar contributed to the BU
Foundation goes to support Bloomsburg
University students, programs and initiatives.

BU students exhibited the grit,
determination, and resilience for which
Huskies are known in another year
filled with change and adaptation due
to circumstances beyond their control.
From switching to online classes in
the spring to canceling athletics and
in-person events, our students faced
another challenging year head-on,
thanks to the financial support you
provided to help keep them on track.
BU donors stepped up to help our
students, in some cases breaking
records in the amount of support
provided to the Foundation, helping us
alleviate the financial stress they may
have encountered during uncertain
times.
Throughout this report, we will
share just a few of the inspiring
ways you have impacted the BU
community, including helping us reach
philanthropic milestones and goals that
exceeded our expectations.
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Bloomsburg University Foundation

CALLS TO ACTION

Boost Alumni Giving

In FY 20-2021, with many students still struggling from financial setbacks due to the pandemic, the BU
Foundation called on our alumni to support students through various efforts, and you answered the call.

25%
From Giving Tuesday to a new initiative
for alumni to share their BU stories, and
even a special scholarship established
to help celebrate the 150th anniversary
of the BU Alumni Association, alumni
rallied in FY 2020-21 to support the BU
community.
Participation among alumni donors rose
from 3.58% in FY 19-20 to 4.46% in FY

Increase in Alumni Participation
in 2020-21

20-21. The increase marked the largest
boost in alumni participation in the past
five years.
Among all gifts to the BU Foundation
this fiscal year, more than 79% were less
than $250, which resulted in more than
$181,000 in funds available to support
the immediate needs of BU students.

Giving Tuesday Success
Giving Tuesday 2020 marked the BU
Foundation’s third consecutive year making
a concerted effort to encourage BU alumni,
faculty, staff, friends, and students to make their
gift during this global day of giving to support
BU students. And you overwhelmed us with your
support through a 69% increase in donors and a
staggering 105% increase in dollars raised for BU
students. Below is a breakdown of the results:

$62,965

RAISED TO SUPPORT BLOOMSBURG
UNIVERSITY STUDENTS

403 62
TOTAL
DONORS

3

NEW
DONORS

63

REACTIVATED
DONORS

This is such an important number
because it demonstrates the power
of participation and shows that every
gift — no matter the size — impacts the
lives of our students and the entire BU
community.
Don’t forget to mark your calendars for
Giving Tuesday, Nov. 30, 2021 to direct
your support to BU!

“

It’s a great
reminder
during a season
of giving to
support your
alma mater.”
VALERIE FESSLER ’03
College of Liberal Arts

Valerie earned her undergraduate degree from BU in communication
studies in 2003 and returned to complete her master’s in business
education in 2009. She is currently the Director of Development and
Community Engagement for American Rescue Workers, a non-profit
organization working to prevent hunger and homelessness in Central
Pennsylvania.
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To celebrate this landmark anniversary, the BUAA called on alumni to show
their support for the BUAA Academic Promise Scholarship, a scholarship
created specifically to help bridge the financial gap for admitted students to
help recruit new Huskies who will support fellow alumni in the future.
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This year, BU celebrated the 150th anniversary of the Bloomsburg University
Alumni Association (BUAA). Just like you did this year for our students, the
BUAA has done for the past 150 years — and that is to ensure that every Husky
has the support they need to succeed.
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SUPPORTING STUDENT SUCCESS FOR 150 YEARS
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“

My parents helped me a little bit, but I also
took out loans. I graduated with about $6,000
in debt, and I know most students today face
three or four times that amount.”
JOHN MAKARA ’90
College of Education

Proud alumni like John often support multiple initiatives
throughout the year to help BU students. But, when he learned
about the Academic Promise Scholarship, he was compelled to
give a little more. As a first-generation student himself, John and
his family stretched every dollar to achieve his goal of obtaining his
degree. John didn’t receive any scholarships and relied on some
support from his parents, income from his job at his hometown
grocery store in West Hazleton, PA, and a few student loans.
Now, well established in his career as a successful IT program
manager for Freedom Mortgage, John gives when he can to create
opportunities for today’s Huskies.

To learn more about the BUAA Academic Promise Scholarship, or if you would like to make a gift to help the Alumni
Association reach its goal of $15,000 to support this initiative, visit giving.bloomu.edu/BUAA150.

RECONNECTING WITH ALUMNI
In addition to the Academic Promise
Scholarship, the BUAA and BUF
launched another initiative this year. We
partnered with a third-party vendor to
help us reach out to all alumni in hopes
of reconnecting them with BU.
The effort resulted in a huge success,
not only getting in touch with alumni
who may have drifted away from BU,
but also by helping us update our
alumni database. This helps us ensure

we have the most up-to-date contact
information, which allows us to share
our successes, news, and resources with
Huskies.
Once we connected with alumni
through this project, we were thrilled
with the number of Huskies who
were excited to update their contact
information and share their personal BU
stories.

Many Huskies who participated also
decided to make a gift to support BU
students.
In total, the outreach effort resulted
in 9,695 alumni responding with 742
alumni making gifts and contributing
more than $24,000 to the Bloom On
Fund. Of those who gave, 241 were
first-time donors helping us grow and
strengthen our alumni network.
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“

I am forever grateful for the
scholarships I’ve received,
and I love my school.”
ASHLEY DAVIS ’23
Zeigler College of Business

Scholarships make the difference
for Huskies like Ashley. After
applying to six schools and being
accepted at each of them, Ashley
made her choice to become a
Husky when she was offered these
scholarships and knew Bloomsburg
cared about her — not just recruiting
her as a student, but positioning her
for success after graduation.

FOUNDATION AWARDS

w

Most Scholarships Ever
Another philanthropic milestone
reached by the BU Foundation in
FY 20-21 — and perhaps the most
significant — was a new record in the
amount of BU Foundation scholarships
awarded to students.
This year, for the first time in BUF
history, the Foundation distributed
more than $2 million in donor-funded
scholarships to deserving students.
5

That’s an increase of more than 21%
from FY 19-20 and nearly $200,000
more than our yearly average.
This outstanding achievement is a
testament to your support.
Scholarships are vital to the success of
the BU community. From providing the
University with the ability to help recruit
new students, to rewarding students
who have put in the hard work to earn

additional support, and helping students
who face financial struggles keep their
Husky dreams alive.
In fiscal year 20-21
BUF awarded

1,340
scholarships to
undergraduate
students

2020-21 ANNUAL IMPACT REPORT

SMALL GIFTS...

“

The scholarship I received is what
truly allowed me to give everything
I could, both to my schoolwork and
to my teammates in the pool.”
COLLIN HUMMEL ’22
Zeigler College of Business

Scholarships play a major role when it comes to
impacting student success, especially for Huskies
like Collin. As a legacy student from Lewisburg,
PA, following in the footsteps of his mother,
Melissa Wagner ‘92, and his brother, Chase ‘20,
Collin began his BU journey with the hopes that
he could find a spot on the Men’s Swimming team.
But after earning his place as a walk-on, he also
earned a scholarship. From that point forward,
Collin has done everything he could to make the
most of the gift he received. The results of his
dedication included him becoming a two-time All
American at the Division II NCAA championships
and a key contributor to the BU men’s swimming
team’s PSAC championship run.

LUNA ALEXANDER ’23
College of Liberal Arts

For Huskies like Luna, scholarships are more than
just financial support. They are the key to making
her BU experience more than just getting her
degree. In addition to being a member of the BU
Honors College and the Presidential Leadership
Program, Luna is also an active member of
Army ROTC. For Luna, a Wellsboro, PA native,
Bloomsburg is more than just a college campus.
It’s a place of growth and support where she has
felt surrounded by a community from the moment
she arrived. Thanks to her scholarship, she’s
immersed herself in that community and is on her
way to achieving all her goals.

PHOTO CREDIT: JAIME NORTH

“

The financial support that this
scholarship will bring will allow
me to focus on my studies and my
extracurricular activities. I am so
grateful for your investment in my
academic career and my future.”
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INVESTING TODAY

Endowing the Future
The core of the BU Foundation’s mission is to provide access to a Bloomsburg education to all deserving
students based on their ability - not their ability to pay. One of the most important contributing factors
in carrying out that mission is a strong endowment, which became stronger than ever this year.

FY 20-21 Bloomsburg University Foundation Endowment Value

$75,661,761

ENDOWMENT GROWTH: BY THE NUMBERS
As our students and the University
faced many challenges throughout
the year, BU donors continued
to show their commitment,
demonstrating to the BU community
that even during difficult times, your
support remains a constant on which
we can always rely.
In FY 2021, through endowed
scholarships, planned gifts, major
commitments, and sound investment
strategies, the BU Foundation grew
its endowment from $59,800,728 to
$75,661,761.
This significant growth marks the first
time the endowment level has topped
the $70 million level, exceeding that
record achievement by more than
$5 million.
Endowments enable donors to leave
a permanent legacy that supports
the future of Bloomsburg University.
They also allow the BU Foundation
to help generate returns on those
investments.
This philanthropic milestone is very
encouraging for the future of BU. It is
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especially inspiring for BUF executive
director Jerome Dvorak who took
his post at BUF in 2010 when the
endowment was just more than $16
million.
“From my perspective, the best way
for us to view the endowment is like
your savings account, and the annual
support or immediate-use funds serve
as the checking account,” Dvorak
says. “That immediate-use funding is
vital because it helps us respond to
immediate need and opportunities as
they arise, but the endowment — or
the savings — assures that we’ll be
able to carry out our mission for so
many students long into the future at
BU.”

Yearly Growth Since 2010
2010 $16.3M
2011
2012
2013

$22M
$21.3M
$24.3M

2014

$31.3M

2015

$31.5M

2016

$31.8M

2017

$44.9M

Thank you to all our supporters,
alumni, friends, and partners for
helping us reach this incredible
achievement.

2018
2019

$57M

We look forward to making even
more strides in securing the future of
student success in the coming years.

2020

$59.8M

2021

$50.9M

$75.6M
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“

I’m a big believer in giving back
to places that made you who you are.
I just hope my support will inspire
others to do the same.”
ERIC PETTIS ’83

College of Liberal Arts

Giving back to BU has always been important to
Eric Pettis and his family. He began with a gift of
ten dollars the year after he graduated and grew
his support until he eventually created the Pettis
Family Scholarship in May 2016. He initially created
the scholarship by providing an annual gift and
funding it year-to-year to support BU students
like himself, his brother Kurt ‘80, and his daughter
Taylor ‘10.
This year, Eric decided to bring the scholarship
up to the endowment level because he wanted
to make it available in perpetuity. This was an
important step for Eric to solidify his family’s
legacy at BU, but more so because of the
knowledge that the University and future students
will always be able to count on that support.

“

Knowing I would receive
this scholarship each year
allowed me to flourish
academically and athletically.”
LAUREN HOELKE ’21
College of Education

Endowed scholarships open doors for Huskies
like Lauren. As the recipient of the Pettis Family
Scholarship for the past four years, Lauren, a native
of Blackwood, NJ, was extremely grateful, and
she was determined to show that by doing much
more than just saying thank you. Because of the
confidence instilled in her through her scholarship,
Lauren was able to participate in hands-on learning
activities, including a practicum where she assisted
teachers in an autistic support classroom, better
preparing her for her career as a future educator. In
addition to her academic success, Lauren has also
achieved multiple honors as a member of the BU
women’s soccer team, including being named MVP
of the 2018 PSAC Tournament, scholar and athletic
All-American, and recipient of the Junior and
Senior Student-Athlete of the Year Award.
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YOUR LEGACY

Their Future

SETTING THE PACE FOR SUCCESS
Alumnus pledges $1 million through estate gift
With nine Ironman Triathlons under his belt, John Schneider
’88 is no stranger to keeping his head down, pushing forward,
and doing what it takes to achieve his goals.
Schneider, who lives in Colorado, says he adopted that
mindset when he was a member of the men’s swimming team.
“It probably would have been pretty easy for me to give up on
swimming with all the changes I had to deal with each year
and some other trying circumstances,” Schneider says. “But I
stuck it out because that was what I wanted to do when I got
there, and I’m glad I did.”
Originally from Collegeville, PA, Schneider chose Bloom after
taking some summer courses.
“I felt very comfortable there from the moment I arrived, with
my surroundings and my professors,” adds Schneider. “They
didn’t just teach us what was in the textbooks. They always
taught us real-world stuff, not just boring programming that
we’d probably never use.”
9

When Schneider thinks back on his time at Bloomsburg, he
realizes it shaped more than just how he approaches his work
and credits his experience as a student-athlete for preparing
him for success in his career, his marriage, and with his passion
for competing in triathlons.
“Being on the swim team really helped me learn how to
juggle things,” says Schneider. “I had practice and worked as
a lifeguard and at the concession stands. I had to balance
that with my studies, too. It helped me as I started to manage
projects at work and learn how to pace myself during races.”
That’s why he has always felt compelled to give back to
his alma mater. Since he graduated, Schneider has been a
regular supporter, giving to men’s and women’s swimming
scholarships.
Tom Ruhl, relationship manager with the BU Foundation,
noticed Schneider’s dedication to supporting BU swimming
and reached out to ask if he’d like to create more opportunities

2020-21 ANNUAL IMPACT REPORT

“

There weren’t a lot of
options for swimming
scholarships when I
was there, and that’s
why I always gave to
support that, but I
wanted to do more
to help out future
swimmers.”
JOHN SCHNEIDER ’88
Zeigler College of Business

BU donors are creating
opportunities for
students — and their own
Bloomsburg legacies .
BY BECOMING MEMBERS OF
THE GOLDEN DOME SOCIETY.

for student-athletes. The meeting led to Schneider pledging a
$1 million gift in his estate to BU, establishing the John O. Schneider
Swimming Scholarship.
“After meeting with Tom and learning all the options, I discussed
it with my wife, and we decided this was what we wanted to do,”
Schneider adds. “There weren’t a lot of options for swimming
scholarships when I was there, and that’s why I always gave to
support that, but I wanted to do more to help out future swimmers.”

Welcome to this year’s
new members
These very special donors have helped us increase
the Foundation’s pledged estate gifts to more than
$50 million to secure a legacy of future support
for our Huskies.

AARON BEKISZ ’16/’18M
JOSEPH CATANZARO ’09

The average Ironman Triathlon race, the kind Schneider trains for,
consists of a 2.4-mile swim, followed by a 112-mile bike ride, and
finishes with a 26.2-mile run, with each leg of the race immediately
following the last.

DYSHANNA DOZIER ’09

“It takes a lot of heart to finish a race like that, and if you push too
hard, you might burn yourself out. That’s something Bloomsburg
instilled in me,” Schneider says. “If I’m able to help future students
learn something like that through this gift, then it will be money well
spent.”

J. MARK VANDERBECK ’77

JOHN SCHNEIDER ’88
DENNIS SIEGMANN ’68

Create your own legacy of opportunity today.
Visit giving.bloomu.edu/PlannedGiving
or call our director of planned giving,
Joe Nemeth, at 570-389-3922.
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A MESSAGE FROM THE BOARD CHAIR

“

Thanks to your support and
dedication to Bloomsburg, we
have been fortunate enough to
celebrate a year of success.
Your support means everything
to our students and our mission
here at the BU Foundation.
Throughout another challenging
year, you have reminded us, once
again, what it means to be a Husky.
On behalf of the entire BUF Board
of Directors, thank you again for
everything you do for our students.”
DREW HOSTETTER ’76
Zeigler College of Business

FY20-21 BU FOUNDATION BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Harold J. Bailey, Ph.D. ’00 (H)

Jahri Evans ’07

State College, PA
Retired, Bloomsburg University
Faculty

Huntingdon Valley, PA
Retired NFL Player

Michael Boguski ’85

Harrisburg, PA
Retired, Principal/Elementary
Educator, Northern Lebanon
School District

Birmingham, AL
President, ProAssurance

Julie Breiner ’79

West Chester, PA
Retired Medical Technologist

Maria Cannon ’16 (H)

San Jose, CA
Field Engineering Leader Public
Sector, Apple

Ronald Cort

Sharon Gettel ’78

Michael Gillespie ’95

Lancaster, PA
Bloomsburg University Foundation
Board Vice Chair
Chief Accounting Officer, Hersha
Hospitality Trust

Nicholas Giuffre ’78

Bloomsburg, PA
Chief Operating Officer/President,
SEKISUI Kydex

West Chester, PA
Board Corresponding Secretary
Retired, President and CEO,
Bradford White Corporation

Craig Diehl, Esq., CPA ’82

Drew Hostetter ’76

Mechanicsburg, PA
Bloomsburg University Foundation
Board Treasurer
Managing Partner, Law Offices of
Craig A. Diehl

Mt. Gretna, PA
Bloomsburg University Foundation
Board Chair
Retired, Executive VP/CFO,
Susquehanna Bancshares, Inc.

Stephen Jones, Esq., ’83

John Mulka ’66

Michael Keener ’81

New Windsor, MD
Associate Director
Federal Housing Finance Agency

Bethlehem, PA
Board Member - Tronox Holdings
plc and Badger Infrastructure
Solutions Ltd.
Retired, CEO and President,
Covanta Holding Corporation
Houston, TX
Owner, KP Energy

Marv Meneeley ’85/’87M
King of Prussia, PA
Regional Account Executive,
GoReact

Patricia Mica ’67

Winter Park, FL
Retired

Christen Mowad, M.D.
Danville, PA
Chair of Dermatology
Geisinger Health System

Bloomsburg, PA
Retired, Director of Corporate and
Major Gifts, Bloomsburg University

Marc Steckel ’93

Irvin Wright, D.Ed. ’12 (H)
Bloomsburg, PA
Retired, Associate Dean of
Academic Achievements,
Bloomsburg University

Terry Zeigler ’76

Schwenksville, PA
President/Owner,
Datacap Systems, Inc.

